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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PEPR, PDIP, MY, UR, ASEAN 

SUB J : SOVIET ASEAN TALKS; PHAM VAN DONG'S VISIT TO MALAYSIA 

REF : A) SINGAPORE 3817, B) KUALA LUMPUR 9089 (NOTAL), 

C) KUALA LUMPUR 9041 (NOTAL) 

1 . FOREIGN MINISTER TENGKU R ITH A I IDDF.EN TOLD REPORTERS AUG 29 
THAT MALAYSIA IS ADOPTING A "WAIT AND SEE" ATTITUDE TOWARD 
SOVIET OVERTURES FOR A DIALOGUE WITH ASEAN ON THE CONCEPT OF 
NEUTRALIZATION IN SOUTHEAST ASIA. RITHAUDDEEN REFERRED TO CURRENT 
RUMORS THAT SOVIET DIPLOMATS IN ASEAN CAPITALS WERE DROPPING 
HINTS OF MOSCOW'S NEW POSTURE TOWARDS ASEAN (REFTEL A), BUT 

SAID THAT THEUSSR HAS NOT MADE AN OFFICIAL APPROACH TO ANY 
ASEAN GOVERNMENT. 

2. IN THE SAME TALK WITH REPORTERS RITHAUDDEEN FURTHER DIS- 
CUSSED THE CONCEPT OF A ZONE OF PEACE, FREEDOM AND NEUTRALITY 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 KUALA 09375 300948Z 

(ZOPFAN), NOTING THAT THE PRC HAS SHOWN STRONG SUPPORT FOR THE 
IDEA, BUT UNTIL RECENTLY THE ATTITUDES OF BOTH MOSCOW AND HANOI 
HAVE VARIED FROM HOSTILE TO LUKEWARM. HE SAID THAT THE GOM IS 
PREPARED TO LISTEN TO THE VIETNAMESE VIEWS ON ZOPFAN AND IS 
PLEASED WITH THE RECENT POSITIVE SRV ATTITUDE TOWARD THE CONCEPT. 
RITHAUDDEEN SAID THAT THE PROPOSED OCTOBER VISIT OF SRV PRIME 
MINISTER PHAM VAN DONG TO KUALA LUMPUR WILL GIVE THE GOM AN 
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OPPORTUNITY TO HEAR HANOI'S OFFICIAL VIEWS ON ZOPFAN. 

3. COMMENT. WE ARE STILL TRYING TO PIN DOWN THE ORIGIN OF THE 
RUMORS REGARDING A SOVIET APPPROACH TO ASEAN. THE STORY FIRST 
APPEARED IN AN AUG 23 ARTICLE IN THE NEW STRAITS TIMES AND WAS 
ATTRIBUTED TO UNNAMED SOURCES. RITHAUDDEEN'S COMMENTS ARE THE 
FIRST GOM PUBLIC STATEMENT ON THE REPORTED SOVIET APPROACH. 

THE FOREIGN MINISTER'S REMAKRS ON PHAM VAN DONG'S VISIT SEEM TO 
CONFIRM THAT DONG WILL MAKE HIS TRIP TO KUALA LUMPUR IN OCTOBER 
RATHER THAN SEPTEMBER (REFTEL B). FYI. WE UNDERSTAND THE MALAYSIAN 
POLICE ARE NOW PREPARING FOR AN OCTOBER VISIT. 

MILLER 
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